Local Union 1593

E-mail

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers )
jason@ibew1593.com

PO Box 527 ' .
Hazen, ND 58545 joe@ibew1593.com
PHONE (701) 748-6710
FAX  (701) 748-5383

November 12, 2015
ND Department of Health,

This letter is on behalf of the nearly 1,200 members of Local Union 1593 of the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, many of whom have signed the attached
signature pages. IBEW Local Union 1593 represents around 1,600 bargaining unit
members directly employed in the Lignite Energy Industry at facilities including Basin
Electric’s Antelope Valley and Leland Olds Stations, Minnkota Power’s Milton Young
Station, Great River Energy’s Stanton Station, BNI Coal, and the Dakota Gas Synfuels
Plant.

We believe that the EPA has not only overreached its’ mandate with the release of the
Clean Power Plan but has taken a position on CO2 reduction rates in North Dakota that is
grossly unfair and will have catastrophic effects on our local and state economies and the
livelihood of our members and their families. If implemented, the CO2 reduction rate
increase, from 11% in the draft rule to 45% in the final rule, could cause the retirement of
coal fired power plants. The retirement of this baseload power and replacing it with
intermittent renewable sources will result in higher electricity costs, lower reliability, and
the loss of many of our member’s jobs. The EPA quadrupled the reduction rate while not
giving North Dakota any credit for renewables that have been developed in the State or
for the billions already spent by the industry to reduce emissions at our plants.

While we would like to see the rule stricken down in the courts or changed through
legislation we understand the need to move forward with the development of a State
Implementation Plan rather than have a plan forced on the State. We believe the SIP
should be fair and reach the required goals without having to retire existing coal
generating facilities, should allow time for the development of technologies to meet the
rule, should account for load growth in the state, and consider the economic harm that
will be caused if base load generation facilities are retired.

Finally, as a representative of many hard working North Dakotans and their families
employed in the Lignite Industry, the IBEW would like to be involved in and help
develop the State Implementation Plan for North Dakota.

Sincerely,
Jason Frank

Business Manager
IBEW Local 1593
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